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Tobacco Curing Notes

Curing experience, as well as knowledge of curing
principles, is needed to produce consistently high quality
cures. Poor leaf quality is not improved during curing,
even with ideal curing conditions and lots of curing
experience. The potential quality of the cured leaf is
determined in the field and as a result, the first step is to
start with uniformly ripe tobacco. This tobacco requires P
less time curing and yellows more uniformly during e
curing. Even growers with a great deal of curing
experience can have curing-related issues when there
are extreme fluctuations in the weather conditions,
typically over a short period of time, during the season
that significantly stresses the plant. This has been the
case for many locations in recent years. As a result,
there are many questions about how to change the
curing schedule to maximize leaf quality. This is
complicated even more when your tobacco contracting entity wants a particular cured Upcoming Events
leaf style or color. Unfortunately, there is no simple answer. Detailed curing guidelines
from a late-1970s Powell Manufacturing bulk barn-operating manual are posted on the
Tobacco Growers Information Portal. The manual discusses typical dry- and wet-bulb X :
temperature schedules, suggested adjustments for both that are potentially required for deslgned to give you up
multiple kinds of tobacco (lower-stalk, normal, over-ripe, heavily fertilized, etc.), and [RiReICHg{eliaF=li{eloRNely
various conditions encountered during curing. A general guideline is to slow down the JRegeJoIRI(e]1i NN\ [ORES]F=1(E
processes of yellowing and leaf drying for tobacco that is grown under stressed JRUIAIZEIEIAANE:13(e Belig[=Tg
conditions. The tobacco will not release moisture easily and as a result, drying too fast [EIe]i[{el=1-TRN slo) sl 1310] 1>}
will negatively affect the cured leaf quality. Additional curing information is available in [E{al{e]satr=11le]a5

the Curing Management section of the Flue-Cured Tobacco Guide.
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Payroll Audit Independent Determination (PAID) — An PERCOI\?taCtNTY
announcement from the USDOL Wage and Hour Division 304 S Mos,fgan ‘;ﬁget

'l" B 've got a big announcement! The Payroll Audit [EENGHERER

Tl

m Independent Determination (GIN[)J Roxboro. NC 27573
WMI 1 _(https.//www.dol.qov/aqen0|es/whd/pa|d) program PH: 336.599 1195
& ,ITITIT is back! person.ces.ncsu.edu
| kW) 1 - . . . . .
I T’ | ‘ n Originally launched in 2018, PAID is returning with GRANVILLE COUNTY

new enhancements, resources, and tools. Plus, it has
. . ! . 125 Oxford Outer Loop
= now been expanded to include the Family and Medical Oxford. NC 27565
Leave Act (FMLA). ’

The program has several of the same objectives as [REEHENERMEAREY
| before: granville.ces.ncsu.edu

e resolve wage violations under the Fair Labor MIKAYLA BERRYHILL
US DOL Office Standards Act (FLSA) and identified violations JRULEVEMEIII@IETRELT



https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/paid

Payroll Audit Independent Determination (PAID) CONTINUED

under the Family and Medical Leave Act (FMLA)
quickly and without any litigation costs,

e improve employer compliance, and

e ensure employee back wages and FMLA remedies
are paid to them — accurately and quickly.

In addition, FMLA violations can now be addressed
through PAID so employers can correct errors made and
employees can receive job-protected leave according to
the law.

With this relaunch, we are encouraging proactive
compliance through accessible, user-friendly resources
and web content.

We know running a business is hard work. Balancing
payroll, scheduling, and compliance can be a juggling act,
and sometimes mistakes are made. If you’'ve had errors
lead to unpaid wages or FMLA leave issues, now is the
chance to make it right.

For more information, visit the Division’s page on the PAID
program at www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/paid. If you want to
come directly to me to discuss how PAID can help you, just
reach back out. I'm happy to help.

Best regards,

Miguel A. Perez

Community Outreach and Resource Planning Specialist
North Carolina / South Carolina

Wage and Hour Division

US Department of Labor

828-423-3405 — Cell Phone

919-900-2474 — Office/Fax

perez.miguel@dol.gov

NCDA&CS beginning to send out Ag Disaster Crop Loss checks
for 2024 losses, including for Hurricane Helene; more to follow

RALEIGH — The first group of checks have been sent to
farmers who applied for disaster assistance through the
2024 Ag Disaster Crop Loss, with more to follow in the
coming weeks, said Agriculture Commissioner Steve
Troxler in announcing the first group of payments. The first
round of checks was sent to farmers in Western N.C.

The payments are part of a total of $478 million in ag
disaster assistance crop loss funds appropriated by the
N.C. General Assembly earlier this year to help farmers
statewide who suffered almost $5 billion in ag losses in
2024 from Hurricane Helene, a drought, Tropical Storm
Debby and Potential Cyclone 8. This includes an additional
$25 million for infrastructure losses the General Assembly
approved in a separate bill. Another application period is
required for the $25 million in infrastructure funding and
information on that will be announced at a later date.

“Getting disaster relief out to our devastated ag community
has been a priority for the department, and | appreciate
farmers’ patience as we have worked through the process
of verifying damage and losses and processing the over
8,500 applications we received,” Troxler said. “I want to
thank members of the General Assembly for recognizing
the urgency behind these funds and for continuing to
support our ag community in the aftermath of the worst ag
disaster this state has experienced.”

Checks will be sent out by category, so farmers may
receive multiple checks depending on the category their
losses fell into, Troxler added. In addition, if farmers have
farms and farm losses in different counties in North
Carolina, payments would be made by counties.

The categories are:

e Aquaculture

e Program crops

e Specialty crops

¢ Nurseries to include fruit trees, Christmas trees and
turf

¢ Infrastructure, with work still underway to determine
infrastructure cost-share payments

“Nursery crop payments will be made in two installments,
with farmers receiving a partial payment

in the first check,” Troxler explained. “Farmers should look
for information on the check stub, which

details what category the check covers.”

To calculate the disaster payments, the county the farm is
located in, the county average yield, state average price,
county loss percentage and reported acreage were among
the factors considered. Other known federal payments to
farmers in 2024 were also considered.

If farmers have
questions, they can
contact the department
at 866-747-9823, email at
agdisaster@ncagr.gov or
check for Frequently
Asked Questions under
the Ag Disaster Crop
Loss Program block on
the department’s website
at www.ncagr.gov.
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NC Commissioner Troxler: Make Sure Your Emergency

Information is Up to Date

In the department, we recently went over our emergency Agromedicine Institute.

response plans, which serve as a great reminder forfarms e This template helps consolidate important contacts
and homeowners to review their emergency plans, too. including phone numbers, farm GPS coordinates and
Taking a few minutes to review your plans now with family chemical storage information into a simple form that
and workers outside the rush of a storm can help ensure can be saved, printed and kept on file.

everyone knows what to do in an emergency. e Several sections offer recommendations and

information on best practices for storing important
information and documents, agrichemical spill kits to
have on hand, storing and maintaining fertilizer and
other chemicals, biosecurity recommendations, plus
checklists for items you need to have in an emergency
for your family, your livestock and pets.

e You may not need everything mentioned in this
template, but it is a good starting point and may help
you add things you need to have on hand that you may
not have thought of.

¢ Unfortunately, we get a lot of practice in North Carolina
dealing with hurricanes and tropical storms and | know
our farmers jump into action when threatening weather
is approaching.

o | sincerely hope this is an uneventful hurricane season,
especially after 2024, because our farmers could use
a break.

o A few weeks ago, key staff members in the department

went over our disaster response plan, reviewing how
our department responds and discussing things that
were learned from Hurricane Helene.
With the projection of a busy hurricane season, it is
always a good reminder to review your emergency
response plans with workers and family members, so
everyone knows what to do when major storms are
headed your way.

e It is also a good time to review your important
documents and contact information to be sure they are
up to date and you can quickly get in touch with people
if you need to.

e Listeners can find a Farm Emergency Plan Template
and checklist  online on our homepage
at www.ncagr.gov

e This is a very helpful document that has been put
together in partnership with the North Carolina

Light and Pheromone Trap Captures for Caterpillar Pests — Soybean
Looper Numbers Up

Light and pheromone traps are tools that help us know when certain insects are active in crops like cotton, peanuts, and
soybeans.

Light traps use a black light to attract insects at night. They work well for some e
species, like asiatic garden beetle, corn earworm, and green stink bug, but not Fall armyworm pheromone trap captures 2025
as well for others, like brown stink bug. N.C. Cooperative Extension (NCCE) runs :

a light trap program to track these pests across the season. [N

Pheromone traps use a special scent to attract insects. These traps usually only /
catch male moths, but they still give us good information. The counts you see I~
here are an average of three traps across Washington and Beaufort counties. ‘

These traps tell us when moths are flying. After we see a peak in moth activity,
it's important to scout fields. That's because the caterpillars that are the next  tobacco budworm pheromone trap captures 2025
generation can cause damage. Some of the main caterpillar pests include corn
earworm, fall armyworm, soybean looper, and tobacco budworm. 8- !

Another place to find information on fall armyworm is at the turf fall armyworm A /\/’l \\
site and at the interactive fall armyworm map. ;i / /

Right now, activity is typical for this time of year. Corn earworm, tobacco

budworm, and fall armyworm moth activity KEaEES

is hOIding Steady’ while Soybean Iooper Corn earworm pheromone trap captures 2025 Soybean looper pheromone trap captures 2025
moth activity is going up. Keep scouting .

your fields every week, even if moth A /
catches drop. Caterpillars can show up I\ ) /
quickly, and catching them early can save T e /\ /
yield. See charts for current pheromone - | A e ——%——
trap catches: : ' Lt ' " W 0 0 g 8
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North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund Commission Agricultural

Leadership Program Survey on Trade Policies and Tariffs

Extension Agents in North Carolina commonly take partin is hope that the feedback may foster new engagement,
the NCTTFC Agricultural Leadership Program. This year, educational, and/or advocacy opportunities. Please find the
the group is working on a project that involves trade policies survey at this link: go.ncsu.edu/ncttfcsurvey

and tariffs. In an attempt to hear directly from producers
and highlight YOUR side of the conversation, they have
developed an anonymous survey that shouldn’t take more
than 10 minutes to complete. Please submit responses by oL
September 26". Results from this survey will be used
internally to the Agricultural Leadership Program, but there

Upcoming Events:

Pesticide Training Events
Register at go.ncsu.edu/pesticideeducationpage

North Carolina

Tobacco Trust Fund Commission

X-Credit Class V-Credit Class
September 15 @ 9:00 AM September 10 @ 9:00 AM
o Offered at the following locations: o Offered at the following locations:
o N.C. Cooperative Extension, Granville County o N.C. Cooperative Extension, Granville County
Center, 125 Oxford Outer Loop, Oxford (919-603- Center, 125 Oxford Outer Loop, Oxford (919-603-
1350) 1350)
o N.C. Cooperative Extension, Person County Center, o N.C. Cooperative Extension, Person County Center,
304 S. Morgan St., Roxboro (336-599-1195) 304 S. Morgan St., Roxboro (336-599-1195)
o Vance County Regional Farmers Market, 210 South o Vance County Regional Farmers Market, 210 South
Park Drive, Henderson (252-438-8188) Park Drive, Henderson (252-438-8188)

Pre-Plant Small Grains Meeting
September 9" @ 6PM
e NCCE - Franklin County Center (103 S. Bickett Blvd, Louisburg, NC)
e 2 hours (approval pending) of N, O, D, and X NCDA&CS Pesticide Recertification
Credit Offered
e Topics will include pre-plant fertilizer, nitrogen management, weed control,
disease management, and more!
e Register at go.ncsu.edu/preplant

Keeping the Farm Workshop
The Keeping the Farm Workshops are geared for landowners in the area to
learn about taxes, estate planning, conservation practices, and more.
Granville County
October 28" @ 8AM
¢ Granville County Expo & Convention Center (4185 U.S. 15, Oxford, NC)
— e Please register at go.ncsu.edu/keepingthefarmgranville25
-« Person County
December 3 @ 8AM
e Person County Office Building (304 S. Morgan Street, Roxboro, NC)
e Registration TBD

ABOUT N.C. COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

North Carolina Cooperative Extension is a strategic partnership of NC State Extension, The Cooperative Extension Program at N.C. A&T State University, USDA-NIFA,
and 101 local governments statewide. Extension professionals in all 100 counties and the Eastern Band of Cherokee translate research-based education from our state’s

land-grant universities, NC State and N.C. A&T, into everyday solutions. Extension specializes in agriculture, youth, communities, food, health and the environment by
responding to local needs. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, N.C. Cooperative Extension or NC State University will honor requests for reasonable
accommodations made by individuals with disabilities. Please direct accommodation requests to Mikayla Berryhill, Mikayla_berryhill@ncsu.edu, 919-603-1350 or 336-599-
1195. Requests can be served more effectively if notice is provided at least 10 days before the event.
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