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Tropical Storm Chantal Damage Reports

I have collected reports from some growers in the county
to get an idea of the damage to the agriculture
community and reported them through multiple
channels. However, | know the damage to your crops
and your ability to catalog the damage you received will
take time to collect, so if you have any damages you wish
to report, please do so by using the survey linked below
ran by Person County Emergency Management, or by
reaching out to me so | can do so. As you can see in th
next article in this newsletter, there is going to be
monetary disaster support for agriculture due to thi
event.

Lodged corn caused by
Chantal

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to Producers
in N.C. Impacted by TS Chantal

Agricultural operations in North Carolina have been significantly impacted by Tropical
Storm Chantal and related weather events. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
has technical and financial assistance available to help farmers and livestock producers
recover from these adverse weather events.

https://go.ncsu.edu/personchantalreport

“USDA has a suite of programs to support farmers and ranchers as they recover from
disasters,” said Farm Production and Conservation Deputy Under Secretary Brooke
Appleton. “I encourage impacted producers to contact their local USDA Service Center
to report losses and learn more about program options available to assist in their
recovery from crop, land, infrastructure, and livestock losses and damages.”

USDA Disaster Assistance

Producers who experience livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality or sell injured
livestock at a reduced price may be eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP).
To participate in LIP, producers will have to provide acceptable documentation of death
losses or evidence of reduced sales resulting from an eligible adverse weather event
and must submit a notice of loss to the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) no later than
March 2, 2026, for 2025 calendar year losses.

Meanwhile, the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised
Fish Program (ELAP) provides eligible producers with compensation for feed and
grazing losses. For ELAP, producers are required to complete a notice of loss and
submit a payment application to their local FSA office no later than the annual program
application deadline, March 2, 2026, for 2025 calendar year losses.
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https://go.ncsu.edu/personchantalreport
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-indemnity/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/emergency-assistance-livestock-honeybees-farm-raised-fish-elap
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/emergency-assistance-livestock-honeybees-farm-raised-fish-elap

USDA Disaster Assistance CONTINUED

Additionally, eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers
may be eligible for cost-share assistance through the Tree

Producers with risk protection through Federal Crop
Insurance should report crop damage to their crop

Assistance Program (TAP) to replant or rehabilitate eligible
trees, bushes or vines. TAP complements the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) or crop
insurance coverage, which covers the crop but not the
plants or trees in all cases. For TAP, a program application
must be filed within 90 days of the disaster event or the
date when the loss of the trees, bushes or vines is
apparent.

“Impacted producers should timely report all crop, livestock
and farm infrastructure damages and losses to their local
FSA county office as soon as possible,” said Ronald
Garrett, State Executive Director for FSA in North Carolina.
“As you evaluate your operation, take time to gather
important documents you may need to get assistance,
including farm records, herd inventory, receipts and
pictures of damages or losses.”

FSA also offers a variety of direct and guaranteed farm
loans, including operating and emergency farm loans, to
producers unable to secure commercial financing.
Producers in counties with a primary or contiguous disaster
designation may be eligible for low interest emergency
loans to help them recover from production and physical
losses. Loans can help producers replace essential
property, purchase inputs like livestock, equipment, feed
and seed, cover family living expenses or refinance farm-
related debts and other needs.

Additionally, FSA offers several loan servicing options
available for borrowers who are unable to make scheduled
payments on their farm loan programs debt to the agency
because of reasons beyond their control.

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL) provides
low-interest financing so producers can build, repair,
replace or upgrade facilities to store commodities. Loan
terms vary from three to 12 years. Producers who incurred
damage to or loss of their equipment or infrastructure
funded by the FSFL program should contact their
insurance agent and their local USDA Service Center.
Producers in need of on-farm storage should also contact
USDA.

Risk Management

Producers with NAP coverage should report crop damage
to their local FSA office and must file a Notice of Loss
(CCC-576) within 15 days of the loss becoming apparent,
except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported
within 72 hours.

insurance agent within 72 hours of discovering damage
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days.

“Crop insurance and other USDA risk management options
are offered to help producers manage risk because we
never know what nature has in store for the future,” said
Kevin Wooten, Director of USDA'’s Risk Management
Agency (RMA) Regional Office that covers North Carolina.
“The Approved Insurance Providers, loss adjusters and
agents are experienced and well-trained in handling these
types of events.”

Conservation

FSA’s Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)
and Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) can
assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and
technical assistance to restore fencing, damaged farmland
or forests, and remove debris from feed stocks, water
supplies and feeding areas.

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
is always available to provide technical assistance during
the recovery process by assisting producers to plan and
implement conservation practices on farms and working
forests impacted by natural disasters. The Environmental
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) can help producers
plan and implement conservation practices on land
impacted by natural disasters.

“The Natural Resources Conservation Service can be a
very valuable partner to help landowners with their
recovery and resiliency efforts,” said Timothy Beard,
NRCS State Conservationist in North Carolina. “Our staff
to make

will  work one-on-one with landowners

Tobacco flooded from Tropical Storm Chantal
in Person County.


https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/tree-assistance-program-tap
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/tree-assistance-program-tap
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/noninsured-disaster-assistance-program-nap
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/noninsured-disaster-assistance-program-nap
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs?program_type%5B0%5D=15
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs?program_type%5B0%5D=15
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/emergency-farm-loans
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/emergency-farm-loans
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/farm-storage-facility-loan-fsfl-program
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ccc-576.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ccc-576.pdf
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Federal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Federal-Crop-Insurance-Corporation
https://www.rma.usda.gov/
https://www.rma.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/emergency-conservation/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/emergency-forest-restoration/index
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/eqip-environmental-quality-incentives
https://www.morningagclips.com/category/north_carolina/

USDA Disaster Assistance CONTINUED

assessments of the damages and develop approaches
that focus on effective recovery of the land.”

Assistance for Communities

Additional NRCS programs include the Emergency
Watershed Protection (EWP) program, which assists local
government sponsors with the cost of addressing
watershed impairments or hazards such as debris removal
and streambank stabilization.

Eligible sponsors include cities, counties, towns or any
federally recognized Native American tribe or ftribal
organization. Sponsors must submit a formal request (by
mail or email) to the NRCS state conservationist for
assistance within 60 days of the natural disaster
occurrence or 60 days from the date when access to the

sites become available. For more information sponsors
should please contact their local NRCS office.

More Information

Additional USDA disaster assistance information can be
found on farmers.gov, including USDA resources
specifically for producers impacted by tropical storms.
Those resources include the Disaster Assistance
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, Loan
Assistance  Tool, and Natural Disasters and  Crop
Insurance fact sheet. Additionally, FarmRaise offers
an FSA educational hub with LIP and ELAP decision tools
as well as farm loan resource videos. For FSA and NRCS
programs, producers should contact their local USDA
Service Center. For assistance with a crop insurance
claim, producers and landowners should contact their crop
insurance agent.

Farmers: Don’t Miss What's in the Big Beautiful Bill

By Conterra

WASHINGTON The recently passed One Big
Beautiful Bill brings sweeping policy changes across
sectors, including significant updates for U.S. agriculture.
With new funding for commodity support programs,
permanent tax provisions, and expanded disaster relief,
producers will need to take a fresh look at long-term
planning and operational decisions.

This legislation is not solely focused on agriculture, but its
scope includes several provisions that directly affect farm
operations, landowners, and rural financial planning.

Below is a detailed but accessible breakdown of what
farmers need to know, what's changing, what’s staying
the same, and what you should think about as you plan
for the coming years.

Key Financial Shifts Farmers Should Track
Higher Reference Prices for PLC & ARC

One of the most impactful updates for crop producers is
the increase in benchmark price levels for Price Loss
Coverage (PLC)and Agricultural Risk Coverage
(ARC). These new thresholds increase the likelihood of
payments when prices dip.
e The USDA estimates $54 billion
PLC/ARC payments over 10 years.
e The bill also unlocks up to 30 million new base
acres for eligibility based on planting history from
2019-2023.

in additional

Action Step: Review base acre records from 2019 to
2023 and consult with your advisor to determine eligibility
for new enrollment.

/\ Note: Existing base acres cannot be moved or
reallocated. If your acres are already enrolled, the
structure of those allocations will remain as they are.

Boosted Crop Insurance Support

The bill sets aside more than $6 billion over the next ten
years to bolster crop insurance subsidies. That
increase is expected to lead to lower premiums and
improved coverage. This is especially valuable for farms
managing diverse crops or operating in drought- and
storm-prone regions.

With input costs still elevated in many regions, more
favorable insurance terms can protect working capital.

Livestock Disaster Assistance Improvements

Livestock producers will benefit from expanded indemnity

and emergency relief programs, especially in areas

vulnerable to predator losses or extreme weather.

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) now offers:

e 100% coverage for predator losses (wolves,
coyotes, etc.)

e 75% coverage for mass losses due to disease or
weather events



https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/arc-plc
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/arc-plc
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources/programs/arc-plc
https://www.rma.usda.gov/
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/disaster-assistance-program/livestock-indemnity
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ewp-emergency-watershed-protection
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/ewp-emergency-watershed-protection
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
https://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989
https://www.farmers.gov/node/28989
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/farmersgov-disaster-assistance-brochure-07-21-2022.pdf
https://lat.fpac.usda.gov/
https://lat.fpac.usda.gov/
https://www.rma.usda.gov/about-crop-insurance/fact-sheets/natural-disasters-crop-insurance
https://www.rma.usda.gov/about-crop-insurance/fact-sheets/natural-disasters-crop-insurance
https://www.farmraise.com/usda-fsa
https://www.rma.usda.gov/tools-reports/agent-locator
https://www.rma.usda.gov/tools-reports/agent-locator
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e An additional $3 billion in disaster assistance
ensures quicker payouts during emergencies

This is especially helpful for producers who in the past
found the coverage insufficient during large-scale losses.

Action Step: Ensure documentation and reporting
systems are updated to meet eligibility standards under
the revised Livestock Indemnity Program.

Permanent Section 179 Expensing

Farmers can now plan capital investments with more
certainty, thanks to the permanent extension of Section
179 Expensing. This provision allows farmers to deduct
the full cost of eligible equipment and infrastructure

purchases without relying on annual legislative
extensions.

e Applies to both new and used assets

e Eliminates the need for year-to-year legislative

extensions
e Supports long-term equipment upgrade planning
and tax strategy

With the uncertainty around annual extensions now gone,
tax planning decisions can be made with more clarity. This
change provides flexibility to invest in tractors, irrigation,
grain bins, and more without waiting for Congress.

Action Step: Integrate Section 179 into your multi-year
capital strategy, particularly for larger upgrades or
expansion investments

Estate Tax Relief & Succession Planning

Intergenerational planning becomes more manageable
under new tax rules included in the legislation. The bill
doubles the estate-tax exemption and also makes the
Section 199A pass-through deduction permanent for
partnerships and sole proprietorships.

For families focused on long-term transition planning, this
is a key opportunity to:

e Minimize tax exposure on land transfers

e Ensure a smoother ownership transition

Taken together, these changes make this a good time to
review your succession and estate plans to ensure your
transition strategy is current and tax efficient.

Action Step: Revisit ownership and estate documents to
align with the new exemption thresholds and business
structure rules.

Trade & Ag Research Funding Boosts

Although not exclusive to agriculture, the legislation
allocates meaningful funding increases in the trade
promotion budget that could impact export opportunities
and farm-level innovation.

Additional research funding supports:

¢ Animal disease prevention

¢ Climate-resilient crop development
e Improved farm technology

These programs can help advance farming practices and
ultimately improve long-term profitability.

Action Step: Watch for announcements of new grant
programs or research partnerships that support your crop,
livestock, or geographic region.

What Has Not Changed

While the bill brings significant new investment, it also

preserves the structure of many long-standing programs

producers have come to rely on:

¢ ARC and PLC programs remain active with consistent
rules and enroliment windows.

e Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) continues as-is, with
no major changes.

e Marketing Assistance Loans and Conservation
programs maintain current structures.

These elements ensure predictability for farmers who
have built operations around these long-standing tools.

Potential Downsides & Political Tradeoffs

The legislation provides wide-ranging benefits, but the
scale and structure of your operation may influence how
much support you can access.

e Larger operations and commodity crop producers
may see more value from base acre expansion and
higher subsidy caps

e Smaller farms or specialty crop producers may
need to work with advisors to identify lesser-known
provisions or tax benefits

e Reductions to Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) funding have drawn criticism, and
future political negotiations could place pressure on
agricultural programs

Bottom Line for Farmers

The One, Big, Beautiful Bill brings a wide range of
benefits, including:


https://www.irs.gov/publications/p946
https://www.irs.gov/publications/p946
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/IF/PDF/IF11122/IF11122.4.pdf
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A stronger safety net through increased subsidy

triggers

¢ Enhanced crop insurance with better coverage at
lower costs

e More reliable disaster relief for livestock producers

¢ Permanent, farmer-friendly tax expensing rules

¢ Estate and succession planning improvements

e Boosted support for trade and agricultural

innovation

/\ At the same time, it's important to be mindful of:

¢ Uneven distribution of benefits across farm sizes
and sectors

e Potential political risks tied to nutrition program cuts

e Theneed for planningto fully realize the new
opportunities

What Farmers Should Do Right Now

Here are action items every farmer should consider:

¢ Adjust crop insurance strategies based on updated
subsidy structures

¢ Evaluate capital
Section 179 rules

purchases using permanent
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¢ Update succession and estate planning under new
tax exemptions

e« Confirm PLC and Arc eligibility for new base acres

¢ Stay informed about broader budget debates that
may influence future rural funding

Final Thoughts: Planning Now Pays Later

The One Big Beautiful Bill may be broad in scope, but
its implications for agricultural finance are highly specific.
From program eligibility to permanent tax incentives,
the decisions farmers make now will shape financial
performance for years to come.

Smart farm managers will be looking not just at the
headline subsidies. Farmers who take the time to plan,
ask questions, and collaborate with their advisors will be
in the best position to adapt, grow, and thrive under the

new policy.

For support in evaluating how these updates impact your
financing strategy or transition planning, Conterra’s lending
team is available to help producers make informed, confident
choices

Conterra is dedicated to financing American agriculture,
offering specialized agricultural loans tailored to meet the
specific needs of farmers and ranchers nationwide. With a
team of experienced relationship managers strategically
located across the country, we provide regional expertise
and personalized service to our clients. Our people,
products, and process-driven approach to lending makes us
unique.

Clara Yields believes every farm story is a balance sheet in
motion. With a keen eye for trends and a passion for producer
success, Clara turns complex ag finance into clear, actionable
insights that help farmers grow stronger seasons and stronger
futures. Disclaimer: Please note that the information provided in this
article is for educational and informational purposes only, and should
not be construed as financial or investment advice. While we have
made every effort to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the
information presented, Conterra Ag Capital and its affiliates make no
representation or warranty as to the completeness, correctness,
timeliness, suitability, or validity of any information contained in this
article. You should always consult a qualified financial advisor, tax
professional, or other qualified professional for advice on your specific

financial situation.

Corn Earworm Flight Has Started — Scouting Tips

By Dr. Dominic Reisig

Corn earworm moth catches have been ticking up across
the state this week, especially in southern counties of the
state. Any soybeans that are blooming are highly attractive
places for moths to lay eggs. Soybeans that have pods
(R3+) are less attractive as locations for them to lay eggs.

Start scouting for corn earworm in soybeans at R3
(beginning pod). We have several resources on
scouting. Scouting for Insects on the NCCE soybean portal
has a section dedicated to corn earworm sampling. On this
page, you can find a link to a YouTube video to see how to



https://www.morningagclips.com/tag/policy/
https://www.conterraag.com/find-an-ag-lender/
https://www.conterraag.com/find-an-ag-lender/
https://www.conterraag.com/ag-financing/
https://www.conterraag.com/find-an-ag-lender/
https://www.ces.ncsu.edu/trap-data/
https://soybeans.ces.ncsu.edu/scouting-for-insects/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQwYoyZjbjw
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scout using a sweep net, drop cloth, and how to use
the online threshold calculator for corn earworm. We
also have the NC Soybean Scouting Guide, with tips for
corn earworm scouting on page 82. Finally, this
video describes how to scout for mid-season soybean
insect pests.

The surest way to prevent loss is to treat at the economic
threshold. A common mistake growers make is to not
treat soybeans with a low-yield potential. This is a trap,
because corn earworm larvae consume the same amount
of pods and seeds whether the crop will yield 20 bu/A or 80
bu/A. In fact, the overall percent of yield corn earworm
larvae take will be higher in a low-yielding crop compared
to a high-yielding crop.

Keep in mind that we can tolerate very very high levels of
corn earworm in blooming soybeans (R1 and R2). So it's
not a good idea to tank mix insecticides with fungicides for
a few corn earworms. Let biocontrol agents do their job!

Also, be sure to scout for stink bugs- they are most
damaging from R3 (beginning pod) to R5 (beginning
seed). Stink bug thresholds are here.

Here are a few good-practice tips for scouting insect pests
in soybean (modified from Jack Bacheler):

Upcoming Events:

Pre-Plant Small Grains Meeting
September 9" @ 6PM

e NCCE - Franklin County Center (103 S. Bickett Blvd, Louisburg, NC)
e 2 hours (approval pending) of N, O, D, and X NCDA&CS Pesticide Recertification

Credit Offered

e Topics will include pre-plant fertilizer, nitrogen management, weed control,

disease management, and more!
e Register at go.ncsu.edu/preplant

1. Good scouting will pay for itself more if growers can
1. Break up a farm into individual management zones.
Think about things like planting date, maturity
group, field size, historical pressure
2. Hire a specialized professional
1. Grower time is valuable and farms are
becoming larger
2. Insecticide choice is often nuanced, dependent
on correct species identification, quantification,
and expected future pest pressure
3. Growers often won’'t take random samples
because they don’t want to miss any damage.
They are emotionally invested!
4. Check behind the professional for quality
control
5. Reliable scouting is hot and tedious work in
July, August, and September
2. Scouting equipment should include a sweep net for
narrow rows, a drop cloth for wider rows (30” or more),
a knife for splitting stems, a hand lens, and something
to record data
3. Do not scout field borders (unless you want to find edge
associated species like stink bugs and kudzu bugs),
under power lines or other obstructions, and vigorously
growing areas since they tend to harbor more pests
Scouts should record exactly what is found in a timely
manner, without over or underestimation

October 28" @ 8AM

Keeping the Farm Workshop

e Granville County Expo & Convention Center (4185 U.S. 15, Oxford, NC)

e Geared for landowners in Granville and surrounding counties to learn about
taxes, estate planning, conservation practices, and more.

e Please register at go.ncsu.edu/keepingthefarm25

ABOUT N.C. COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

North Carolina Cooperative Extension is a strategic partnership of NC State Extension, The Cooperative Extension Program at N.C. A&T State University, USDA-NIFA,
and 101 local governments statewide. Extension professionals in all 100 counties and the Eastern Band of Cherokee translate research-based education from our state’s

land-grant universities, NC State and N.C. A&T, into everyday solutions. Extension specializes in agriculture, youth, communities, food, health and the environment by
responding to local needs. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, N.C. Cooperative Extension or NC State University will honor requests for reasonable
accommodations made by individuals with disabilities. Please direct accommodation requests to Mikayla Berryhill, Mikayla_berryhill@ncsu.edu, 919-603-1350 or 336-599-
1195. Requests can be served more effectively if notice is provided at least 10 days before the event.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQwYoyZjbjw
https://www.ces.ncsu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/CEW-calculator-v0.006.html
https://ncsoy.org/wp-content/uploads/NC-Soybean-Scouting-Guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YvQEo1lWv8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5YvQEo1lWv8
https://soybeans.ces.ncsu.edu/stink-bug-economic-threshold-calculator/
https://cals.ncsu.edu/entomology-and-plant-pathology/people/jsbachel/
http://go.ncsu.edu/preplant
http://go.ncsu.edu/keepingthefarm25
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