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A note from your agent...

Money Saving Do’s and Don’ts

| am now out on maternity leave to take care of our baby girl, Brooklyn Renee
Berryhill! | plan to take the full 3 months of leave that is available to me, so | will
be back in action sometime in mid-June. | have pre-written newsletters for this
time, with some general reminders for what is typically going on in the field this
time of year, but these newsletters will notinclude any reactions to things currently
happening in the field or any upcoming events.

This newsletter is designed
to give you up to date
information on crops from
NC State University and
other sources. For more
information:

This also means | will not be available for a large portion of the planting and early
season management for summer crops, but | have arranged for multiple people
to be available to you if you need!

Contact
PERSON COUNTY
304 S Morgan Street

For questions about upcoming
extension-hosted events, reach out
to your respective office:
e PERSON OFFICE - 336-599-
1195
e GRANVILLE OFFICE - 919-
603-1350

For pesticide applicators in Person
County, reach out to Johnny Coley with
any questions about upcoming classes,
credit inquiries, or pesticide exams:
e Johnny coley@ncsu.edu
¢ PERSON OFFICE - 336-599-
1195
e GRANVILLE OFFICE - 919-
603-1350

For any problems you face in field crops
that need troubleshooting, contact the
respective neighboring county agent:
PERSON COUNTY:

e Matt Solomon

e mrsolomo@ncsu.edu

e 336-694-4158
GRANVILLE COUNTY

e Matthew Place

e matthew place@ncsu.edu

e 919-495-2230

For questions about sample
interpretation or if neighboring agents
are unavailable (BOTH COUNTIES):
NCDAG&CS Regional Agronomist

e Anna-Beth Williams

e anna-beth.williams@ncagr.gov

e (336) 338-0435

Room 123
Roxboro, NC 27573

PH: 336.599.1195
person.ces.ncsu.edu

GRANVILLE COUNTY
125 Oxford Outer Loop
Oxford, NC 27565

PH: 919.603.1350
granville.ces.ncsu.edu

MIKAYLA GRAHAM
mikayla_graham@ncsu.edu
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Money Saving Do’s and Don’ts!

After the crazy, awful year we had last year, | know many growers’ margins are
incredibly tight. Everyone is doing their best to identify ways to reduce input costs for
this growing season. BE CAREFUL! There are some input-reducing production tips
that can impact your crop’s success and potentially have lasting effects on your farm.

Make insecticide application decisions based on scouting. In many cases,
insects are not at an economic threshold when growers make applications.
Depending on the product, this can waste money by an application not
increasing the yield of the crop OR can make insect problems worse by
decreasing the number of beneficial insects in a field. Scouting can ensure that
insects have reached the point where they are going to impact yield before
spending money and time on an insecticide application.

Carefully choose planting dates. Planting a crop earlier or later in the season
can allow you to avoid or suppress specific pests. For example, planting
soybeans on the earlier side can allow the crop to shade out some later season
weeds, reducing your need for pesticide applications.

Follow your soil test. If you tested your soil this past year, follow the fertility
recommendations to ensure you provide enough nutrients for your crop, but
don’t overfertilize and lose nutrients to leaching or other environmental factors.
If you have not tested your soil, you still can at the NCDA&CS Agronomic
Division and with turnaround times at 5-10 days you can get information quickly.

DO...
Corn Earworm/Tobacco
Budworm. Photo by
Mikayla Berryhill .
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Italian Ryegrass. Photo by
Mikayla Berryhill
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Put out partial herbicide rates. Trying to reduce costs by putting out partial
herbicide rates will only lead to trouble. You will not effectively control the weeds
you are trying to control, meaning the application was a waste of time and
money, all while yield will be reduced due to the presence of weeds. You also
risk the chance of herbicide resistance occurring in your weed populations in
the future, meaning more time and money being spent down the road.

Substitute non-fertilizer products for fertilizer. This advice was originally
given by Dr. Matthew Vann at a past tobacco production meeting, but is also
applicable to other crops. Nothing can substitute applying nutrients to your soils
based on your soil test recommendations and past experiences. Foliar fertility
products should only be considered if there is a deficiency in the crop, otherwise
is not effective at supplying the crop with nutrients.

Please note that this is not an all-inclusive list of money-saving methods you could (or
should not) utilize this year, but it may give you a few ideas! If you need any help
scouting or want to discuss potential management practices for this year, contact the
respective agent covering you office while | am out on leave.

North Carolina Cooperative Extension is a strategic partnership of NC State Extension, The Cooperative Extension Program at N.C. A&T State University,
USDA-NIFA, and 101 local governments statewide. Extension professionals in all 100 counties and the Eastern Band of Cherokee translate research-
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Extension or NC State University will honor requests for reasonable accommodations made by individuals with disabilities. Please direct accommodation
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